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160 Reviews of Books 

the view of the moderate liberal. He points out the many anomalies 
of the present situation, the continuation of the system and methods of 
administration of the old regime. The recent "nationalist" movement 
in Russia, which in many of its manifestations has come to represent 
reaction, is well analyzed and criticized. The political movement of 
1905-1906 failed to secure civil and political rights as they are under- 
stood in western Europe. But as Mr. Haumant makes clear, there 
has been undoubted progress in the direction of liberty and a constitu- 
tional order. The Duma has had to suffer considerable curtailment of 
its powers, which were not as full as the Russian public had demanded ; 
it has not been representative in any large sense, and has therefore at 
times found little support among the broader masses of the people. 
But by its very existence the Duma has had a great moral influence 
" which could not be either suppressed or replaced ". 

Samuel N. Harper. 

La Guerre des Balkans et F Europe, 1912-1913. Par Gabriel 
Hanotaux. [Etudes Diplomatiques, deuxieme serie.] (Paris: 
Plon-Nourrit et Cie. 1914. Pp. vi, 457.) 

These studies were written for French newspapers and periodicals 
during the grave crisis of the Balkan wars of 1912 and 1913, and con- 
sist of a discussion, from the standpoint of the diplomat, of the issues 
which presented themselves before the bar of the great powers and 
which were either solved and dismissed, or, after the more usual diplo- 
matic fashion, adjourned to a more auspicious date and, in the mean- 
while, ordered to be confined with their many restless predecessors in the 
international lockup. Reviewing always the most recent events — the 
strictly fresh, one is tempted to call them in the phrase of the butter-and- 
eggs merchants — the author gives us an informed, vigorous, and pro- 
fessionally circumspect analysis of each new situation as it affects the 
Triple Entente or the Triple Alliance and this or that member of these 
two great groups. In spite of keen penetration and great breadth of 
judgment he has, when all is said, presented us with a volume that 
belongs to the realm of journalism rather than to that of history. 
For it is the function of journalism to record the swift and instantane- 
ous impressions of one who lives in the noisy centre of events, while 
history cultivates a deliberate method based on wide investigation and 
conducted in Olympian withdrawal from the strife of parties and of in- 
dividuals. Mr. Hanotaux in the course of his volume considers every- 
thing that a close diplomatic student, such as he, had forced on his at- 
tention in the period involved — the rise of Bulgaria, Germans versus 
Slavs, Albania, the role of Rumania, etc. — and although his offering, 
when first brewed and served, was undoubtedly a cup of sparkling vin- 
tage, it has, one is in all frankness obliged to admit, already lost much 
of its life and in another half-year will certainly become quite flat and 
stale. Journalism, even though it be, as we have been assured, only a 
little more ephemeral than history, can expect no other fate. 
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The most interesting contribution of this book is what it reveals of 
the political psychology of the modern European diplomat. Mr. Hano- 
taux, as the world has not forgotten, has given his country many years 
of honorable and successful service and, though probably in gifts and 
acquisitions considerably above the average man in his profession, may 
still be taken as a fair specimen of the present-day homo diplomaticus. 
In reading through his book and feeling for the man behind the text 
the thing that constantly strikes the attention is that two opposed and 
struggling souls inhabit his body: a European soul, so to speak, which 
encourages him to take a large and generous viewpoint enveloping the 
good of all the people of Europe, and an underlying and old-fashioned 
French patriotic soul which desires the advantage of France at all costs 
and sees in every progress of a rival a blow aimed at the land of his 
special love. The novelty in this complicated mentality is the Euro- 
pean over-soul, and that the French ex-diplomat has developed such an 
indwelling spirit is an encouraging sign of the times. 

If the system of balance represented by the Triple Entente and the 
Triple Alliance has any moral meaning, it must be found in just this 
growing European consciousness from which should spring an in- 
creasing respect shared by people and diplomats for every nation, large 
and small, of the European world. When in these studies the French 
patriot asserts himself, suspicion, jealousy, and ill-will are not unlikely 
to cloud the author's judgment and obscure his outlook, but when the 
European, prompted by his new vision, raises his voice, the reader re- 
ceives the comforting assurance that, in spite of the constant threat of 
war, yes, in spite of the monstrous actual war, which, as these lines are 
written, has risen irrepressibly, the age of peace and good will must 
come at last. 
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The Rise of the American People: a Philosophical Interpretation of 
American History. By Roland G. Usher, Ph.D. (New York : 
The Century Company. 1914. Pp. xiii, 413.) 

This is not a text-book. It is not a contribution in the strict sense 
of the word to American history. As its sub-title implies it is an essay, 
designed to present to the layman rather than to the special student, not 
merely the broad outlines of our history from the earliest days, but such 
social, economic, and political factors within the outlines as have, in the 
author's opinion, characterized the movement — a slow one, according to 
Professor Usher — resulting at length in the establishment of a nation, 
now and since the Civil War truly and consciously united. There is 
thought as well as some degree of passion in the essay. Its analysis is at 
points clever. There is a self-conscious note now and again in which 
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